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Our historic Sponsors chose the name Ascension 
because it invites us all to share in the healing 
ministry and implies hope and growth. 
The name “Ascension” references an account in 
the Christian scriptures when Jesus ascends to 
heaven and places his healing ministry into the 
hands of that early community, sending them forth 
to be vessels and instruments of transformation. 

Ascension came together in 1999 as a 
partnership of equals to create a jointly 
sponsored system. Rather than bearing the 
name of the sponsoring congregations, the 
new system should have a new name.
“We were very clear from the beginning 
that we wanted to create something new.” 
–Sr. Janet Fleischhacker, CSJ

There was clear consensus that the new 
name should be easy to pronounce and 
read, and that it should not be an acronym 
or include a geographic reference. It also 
should have a clear religious reference.
“Ascension was the perfect expression of 
what the new system would be. Ascension 
challenges us to embrace excellence, 
inclusiveness and reverence for all life.”  
-Sr. Marilyn Perkins, DC

Our name

7



8

As Ascension, our founding Sponsors 
chose the use of the Christian trinity 
symbol for our logo. It is a sign that 
speaks to us and others. The Ascension 
logo’s meaning is rooted in the work of 
our healing ministry. The Ascension logo 
faces inward, reflecting our name, purpose 
and culture (Who are we? Why are we?). 
It faces outward to others as a visible 
expression of our Mission and our being 
One Integrated Ministry (What do we do? 
How do we live our Mission?). 
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The Ascension emblem is the primary symbol of 
our organization. It unifies us across businesses 
and geographies, and signals to the world who we 
are and what we stand for. Our logo reflects our 
Mission. Used consistently, it raises awareness 
and recognition of our commitment to and impact 
on innovative healthcare services.
The three colors in the symbol were chosen to 
represent the Christian trinity symbol, with green 
representing growth, blue for health and purple  
for compassion.
Like any sign, it is important that the inward 
and outward realities our logo represents are 
congruent with each other. As we all participate 
in this Mission as One Ascension we ourselves 
— through our daily work and service — become 
living “signs” to others. The integration of the 
“A” in Ascension with the trinity symbol forever 
links the two and allows us to tell the stories of 
commitment, compassion and growth of a  
health community. 

Our logo




